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Pesticide is a general term we use for a chemical designed to kill an unwanted
pest. Pesticides can be divided into categories based on what they target.
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Fungicides = diseases
Pesticides and
Pollinators

Herbicides = weeds

Miticides = mites
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Renovating Lawns

With every pesticide used, there is always a risk to the environment regardless if
the source is a natural or organic control. There are factors that are involved that
can determine how toxic a pesticide can be towards pollinators and beneficial
insects.
Toxicity of the chemical. Pesticides can vary in toxicity. Commonly, we can
purchase safe and easy to use chemicals with a 4-hour re-entry period. These are
the safest for us as gardeners, but they still pose a threat to insects. Organic
pesticides are commonly misunderstood in the general public. Organic does not
mean safe. They still pose a risk to people, pollinators and beneficial insects as
some are still very toxic. Precautions still need to be taken. Luckily, access to the
most hazardous pesticides is limited by restricted-use licensing.
Regardless of the toxicity rating, read the label to learn how it can affect
pollinators and beneficials in the environment, and personal protective
equipment to protect yourself from exposure.
Choice of formulation. Different formulations, even of the same active
ingredient of the pesticide, can vary in their toxicity to pollinators. Dust
formulations are typically more dangerous because the particles can be picked
up on the insects bodies. It also poses more risk for us because we can inhale in
those particles during applications. Generally, liquid formulations, applied
according to the label, are safer all around.
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How long the chemical sticks around
(residual). The longer the chemical sticks
around in the environment, the greater the
chance it will be picked up by pollinators,
beneficials and other vertebrates.
Insecticides that degrade quickly are best
for pollinator high traffic areas.
Temperature at the time of application
can affect pesticides. Pesticides stick
around longer when temperatures are
unusually low. The flip side of that is also
true: high temperatures will cause
pesticides to disappear quicker.
Drift can make exposure worse. If
pesticides move to non-target plants (plants
you didn’t mean to expose to the chemical),
exposure to beneficials and pollinators
increase because the surface area covered
by the pesticide increases.
Timing of application. Evening
applications are best because pollinators
are less active and many flowers close.
Exposure drastically increases when
applications take place earlier in the day.
Plant stage. Fact is, when plants bloom,
there will be pollinators and additional
beneficial insects. Try to avoid applications
of pesticides during the blooming stages of
plants.

Minimizing pesticide exposure is important
to all pollinators and beneficials, especially
bees. To the right are two illustrations that
provides great tips for helping to save our
wonderful pollinators. The QR code will
take you to pollinator.org where you can
find more information on this topic. I
encourage all to spend some time browsing
this excellent website! §
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573-243-3581,
aufdenbergd@missouri.edu
573-243-3581, aufdenbergd@missouri.edu
When should we start renovating and overseeding lawns? Traditionally, cool-season lawn renovations
should occur in the first two weeks of September. Seeding in the fall is usually best when we have some soil
moisture in place; however this year in some areas of Missouri soil moisture in the top ¼ to ½ inch of soil is
limited. If irrigation is an option, then this time frame is still excellent timing for renovation and overseeding. Keep in mind that seed requires light and frequent watering for germination and growth. If the fall
continues to be dry, then watering will become hard work to keep that lawn alive. If irrigation is not an
option, then seeding may need to be delayed two to three weeks in hopes of receiving some regular rainfalls.
Seeding lawns can occur up to October 10th for Missouri.

For more information on renovating and sowing grass seed, check out our MU Extension Guides.
•

G6700 Cool-Season Grasses: Lawn Establishment and Renovation https://extension.missouri.edu/
publications/g6700

•

G6705 Cool-Season Grasses: Lawn Maintenance Calendar https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/
g6705

•

G6720 Home Lawn Watering Guide https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g6720 §

What is it?
Debi Kelly, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the St. Louis Urban Region
636-797-5391, kellyd@missouri.edu

What is it?
Can you figure out what this mystery
picture is from?

D. Kelly

Turn to page 11 to find out if you are correct!

The Garden Spade

September 2022 · 3

INSECT INVADERS ARE SCOUTING FOR SHELTER TO OVERWINTER!

Is Your Home at Risk?
SEASONAL INVADERS

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug

Asian Lady Beetles

Box Elder Bugs

Funnel Spiders

Others common home invaders not pictured include: pill bugs, millipedes, centipedes, springtails and crickets.

WANTED
Southern or western exposure windows
Holes in screens
Openings around doors, windows & pipes
Cracks and crevices in attics, crawl spaces,
basements, & foundations

What can you do to prevent the invasion?
•

Prevention is key! Look for possible entry points.

•

Seal foundation and wall cracks, repair holes and replace seals on doors.

•

Use pesticides as a last result. Consider active ingredients that provide broad spectrum
insect control and are labeled for the home and insect pest.

Graphic by Donna Aufdenberg
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Back to School with Dorm Room Plants
By Michele Warmund, MU Extension State Fruit Specialist
573-882-9632, Warmundm@missouri.edu
Dormitory rooms can appear a bit bare and dreary to a college student when moving to a new campus. One
way to spruce up a stark interior is to add some plants growing in containers. Plants add color to a dorm
room and provide an aesthetically-pleasing atmosphere. After spending the day in lecture halls, a plant-filled
dorm room can be a nice place to study or relax with
friends (Figure 1).
When choosing plants, consider the space available
for the plant as dorm rooms are often small.
However, compact-growing plants can be placed on a
windowsill or desktop. Also, larger plants in a
hanging basket can be suspended from the ceiling, if
permitted by dorm regulations. In either case, use a
container with an attached saucer on the bottom of
the pot to ensure that water doesn’t drip on the floor
and cause damage.
Another important consideration in selecting and
Figure 1. Plants create an attractive workspace in an otherwise
placing plants in a dorm room is the amount of
spartan dorm room.
available light. Cacti and succulent plants thrive in
direct, bright light for 6 or more hours. Several types
of foliage plants prefer indirect sunlight and are best
placed slightly distanced from a south or west-facing
window to avoid sunburning the leaves. If plants can’t be placed
near a window or the light is dim, specialized grow lights can be
used for additional illumination. For most live, indoor foliage
plants, watering once a week provides adequate moisture for
growth.
Small cacti and some succulent plants favor bright light, require
little moisture, and are ideal for the novice plant-grower. There
are many interesting cacti in the Mammallaria genus that are
well-adapted to growing in a small container in a brightly lit area
of a dorm room. Lady fingers or golden stars cactus (M.
elongata) has elongated clumping stems that grow to about 4
inches long and are covered in variously-colored spines in a
spiral arrangement. Bird’s nest cactus (M. comptotricha) has a
solitary, globe-shaped form with 6 to 9 spines grouped together
in a star-like pattern at the pointed tips of the stem. Orange cob
cactus (Lobivia famatimensis) has an olive-green, oval stem with Figure 2. Succulent plants and cacti decorate
a brightly lit windowsill.
short wispy spines arranged in columns. Chin or plaid cactus
(Gymnocalycium mihanovichii) only grows about 2 inches tall.
However, this bright red to orange cactus is often grafted on top
of another cactus and is commonly called a moon cactus. Images
Continued on page 6
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Back to School with Dorm Room Plants
By Michele Warmund, MU Extension State Fruit Specialist
573-882-9632, Warmundm@missouri.edu
Continued from page 5

of many cacti can be found online at: http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/.

Succulent plants are also a good option for a dorm room and appear less threatening since they lack the
spines found on cacti. Zebra cactus (Haworthia fasciata), which is not actually a cactus, has variegated
stems that grow in small clumps. This showy plant grows to about 5 inches-tall and thrives in indirect light
(Figure 2).
Hens and chicks (Sempervivum tectorum) plants have thick, fleshy stems arranged in a rosette pattern. The
main stem, known as the hen, produces small secondary rosettes called chicks. These plants require bright
sunlight and grow about 3 to 6 inches-tall and spread as much as 12 inches. Mexican hens and chicks
(Echeveria elegans) is a different succulent plant with whitish-gray leaves that also grow in a clumping,
rosette form similar to S. tectorum. Aloe vera is a tough succulent plant that has long, spiny leaves that grow
best in direct light. The Jade plant (Crassula ovata) is another sun-loving plant. Multi-stemmed plants have
fleshy, dark green foliage and can typically grow to 1 to 2 feet tall. Mother-in-law’s tongue or the snake
plant (Dracaena trifasciata, formerly Sansevieria) has long, leathery green leaves that have darker bands of
color. While these plants reach up to 4 feet tall, the cultivar, Hahni, is a dwarf rosette form that grows to
only 6 inches tall. These plants favor indirect light but also tolerate low light. Beware that all snake plants
contain saponins, which are toxic to pets.
For a more tropical atmosphere, there are several foliage plants that require a bit more space than many cacti
or succulents, but grow well in a dorm room. Lucky bamboo (Dracaena sanderiana) can be grown in a
potting mix or can be grown in chlorine-free water in a vase in indirect light. Its upright, leafy stems can be
left to grow in a natural position or can be trained to form various shapes. Parlor palm (Chamaedorea
elegans) is very tolerant of low-light and is easily found in 2 ½ or 4-inch pots from local retailers. Other
plants that grow well in pots or hanging baskets include wax plants (Hoya spp.), heart-leaf philodendron
(Philodendron hederaceum var. oxycardium), pothos (Epipremnum aureum), or wandering dude (Zebrina
pendula). Spider plant (Chlorophytum comosum) is yet another fun plant that produces new plantlets on
drooping, elongated stems.
Plants obtained from a reliable source generally have few pest problems. Tip burn on leaves may be caused
by low humidity, excessively dry potting mix, and salt accumulation from water or fertilizer. Using distilled
water will also help prevent tip browning caused by fluoride and chlorine in tap water.

I grow plants for many reasons: to please my soul, to challenge
the elements or to challenge my patience, for novelty, or for
nostalgia, but mostly for the joy in seeing them grow.
- David Hobson
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Pruning Lavender
Kelly McGowan, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulturist in the Southwest Region
417-874-2965, mcgowank@missouri.edu
Late summer is a great time to prune lavender. Most remaining flower stems have faded and can now be
removed. Late summer pruning can sometimes cause the plant to send up additional new blooms!
The general rule of thumb is to prune off
any remaining flower stems and no more
than one-third of the foliage. Pruning off
more can get into the woody stems of the
plant and cause deformation and a delay in
new foliage production. Hand pruners,
scissors, and even electric hedge trimmers
can be used.
While pruning lavender, try to replicate a
half ‘basketball’ shape. This is basically a
nice rounded shape with no woody growth
exposed. First year plants won’t likely need
pruning, but as the plant ages, pruning is an important part of ongoing maintenance.
After pruning is complete, try your hand at propagating. Lavender can easily be propagated from cuttings. §

How Flowers Got Their Names
Kittye Hall, Master Gardener in Butler County, Southeast Region
Kittye.7.hall59@gmail.com
Chrysanthemum
BOTANICAL: Chrysanthemum, mum
COMMON NAME: Chrysanthemum, Dendranthema
FAMILY: Compositae
In the 8th Century, the chrysanthemum was the official seal of the Emperor of
Japan. According to The National Chrysanthemum Society in the 15th century the
Chinese used the mum, “power of life” as an herb. Boiled roots were a headache remedy; sprouts and petals
in salads; leaves in a festive drink. In the 17th century, Linneaus combines the Greek word chyros (meaning
gold) with anthemon (meaning flower). During colonial times mums were grown in America. The giving of
a mum corsage to your sweetheart for a football homecoming game, was according to the NCAA, first done
in Missouri in 1911. In the 1940’s Texas expanded on this during their homecoming games. It is said it
started there as a fraternity fundraiser. However, in many European countries like Belgium and Austria, the
mum is known as the “death flower” and put on graves. After the blooms have faded, plant the mum in well
drained soil in full sun, prune lightly, provide a heavy layer of mulch and it will bloom again next year (old
fashioned chrysanthemums will need pruned at least once before July for a mass of fall flowers).
Information obtained from the book by Diana Wells, “100 Flowers and How They Got Their Names”.
The Garden Spade

September 2022 · 7

Jerusalem Artichoke
Kathi Mecham, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture, Northwest Region
660-542-1792, mechamk@missouri.edu
If you have been on a Missouri interstate, highway, or
county road recently you have probably seen the Jerusalem
artichoke plant (Helianthus tuberosus). It is also known as
sunchoke or sunroot. The plant is considered a nuisance plant
by some, yet others grow it for the edible tubers that are
similar to the white potato.
The Jerusalem artichoke is a native herbaceous perennial in
the Asteraceae family and the flower is a sunflower, but it is
smaller and less showy than the Helianthus species. It is still
an eye-catching plant blooming from August through
October. The multi-branched plant provides many flowers on
one plant.
When I started researching the plant, I would find the name
comes from a biblical reference. Not so, according to the
Missouri Department of Conservation. Likely the name is a
misinterpreted pronunciation of the Italian word
“girasole” (sunflower). Regardless, it is a regal plant found
throughout Missouri on stream banks, bottomlands near
ponds, lakes and in pastures, along fencerows, railroads, and
other disturbed areas. The name and plant also have no
relationship to the globe artichoke.
The Jerusalem artichoke was used as a food by several North
American Indian tribes, and it is thought early settlers
enjoyed the flavorful tubers as well. Similar in taste to water
chestnuts, the tubers can be used in salads or prepared like
potatoes. The carbohydrates of the tubers are in the form of
insulin instead of starch, making them an option for a diabetic
diet.
Can the Jerusalem artichoke be used in the home garden or
landscape? Yes, but with caution. The tubers overwinter well
in the winter, allowing them to sprout in the spring and
spread. If you want to grow the species for the ornamental
value, plant them in a location away from established gardens
and if you do not want them to spread, make sure to get the tuber out of the ground before winter.
If growing in the garden vegetable garden, caution should also be used as it is an aggressive plant. However,
it would be fun to try a new vegetable, especially a native species. The sunflowers provide nectar and pollen
for insects while birds and other wildlife enjoy the seeds.
There are several varieties available; look for them in your favorite seed catalog. §

The Garden Spade

September 2022 · 8

Kids Ask Dr. Bug
Dr. Tamra Reall, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the Kansas City Urban Region
816-252-5051, reallt@missouri.edu
What insects affect pets? James, 8
“Affect” means to have an effect on and this can be positive or negative. I’ve seen puppies playfully chase
butterflies and lizards hungrily watch a cricket wander across a cage. Sometimes, it’s an insect that is the
pet—I used to have a pet praying mantis. While most insects do not harm our pets, there are some instances
where insects, or other arthropods, cause discomfort or diseases. Fleas, lice, mosquitoes, and ticks are some
critters that can be risky to our furry, feathery, and scaly friends. Healthy animals are better able to deal with
pests. Just as it’s important for you to eat nutritious food, exercise, and have doctor check-ups, your pets
need these things to be protected against pests so they stay healthy, too.
How do insects make their home? Zaari, 6
Insects are very creative when it comes to finding shelter. Some insects don’t need a place to return to each
night and just live on the go. Others create a protected place to live, such as in a rolled leaf or between the
top and bottom of a leaf. Some insects lay eggs in a protected place the babies will grow up – in a plant
stem, in a leaf gall, or even inside other insects or spiders. Most insects live all by themselves. Some insects
live in colonies. These are called social insects. For example, a bumble bee queen finds an unused mouse
hole, creates wax containers for eggs, and as the new bees
grow up, they start taking care of the newer bees and their
home. Did you know that insects have to do household chores?
Jobs include taking out the trash and keeping their room tidy.
Sound familiar?
These bugs are biting each other’s necks. What’s going on?
(See picture) Tahi, 5
It’s the season for these wasps to find a mate. Sometimes males
don’t realize that another male has already made contact with a
female and he will latch on to where he knows the head should
be. It just so happens that, in this case, two other males had the
same idea as the first male and they each latched on to each
other.

Photo courtesy of Kelly McGowan

I heard that some bugs dance. I can do the robot. Do they dance like that? Acelyn, 6
I would love to see your dance moves! Some arthropods, including insects and
spiders, do indeed dance, but not necessarily for the same reasons you do. Honey
bees dance to tell their sisters where to find the best food. Some male flies flick their
wings and tap their feet to get the attention of female flies. Peacock spiders have
elaborate dances to attract a mate – lifting their abdomen and fanning their legs. Scan
the QR code or go to this website (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq-r20mlGes)
to watch a video with more information. §
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Plants that Changed History
Lavender, Lavandula spp.
By Katie Kammler
Native Range: The Mediterranean, India, Canary Isles, North Africa,
and the Middle East
Type: Shrubby evergreen perennial plant
Height: up to 6 feet
Use: Edible, Medicinal, Commercial

History: Lavender was named by the Romans after the Latin lavare
which means to bathe or wash since it was used as a perfume. Lavender
was a well-known culinary and medicinal herb in many civilizations
from the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans in the Mediterranean region
where it grew natively. It was used in medieval times to freshen floors
and as an insecticide to control fleas and head lice. Lavender continues
to be popular in essential oils, as a culinary herb, and as a garden plant
to attract pollinators. There are around 28 species of lavender, all with
different qualities and uses.
Source: Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History by Bill Laws §

What is it?
Debi Kelly, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the St. Louis Urban Region
636-797-5391, kellyd@missouri.edu
It’s Fall Anemone!
Anemone is a perennial plant that can be either a spring
blooming plant or a fall blooming one. Right now, the fall
blooming anemones are showing off their blooming
colors. This flower will open its petals in the morning and
close them back up again in the evening. If you have deer
that like to munch on your plants, anemones are fairly
unattractive to deer. Anemone is interesting due to its lack
of scent and nectar; therefore, you won’t see any
pollinators frequenting the flower. §
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Upcoming Events
You may visit your local MU Extension County Facebook page
to find out what is occurring locally in regards to posts, web
trainings, workshops and Extension newsletters.
September 2022
The Garden Hour with MU Extension – every Wednesday
from Noon to 1:00 pm. It is a great opportunity to ask gardening
questions and learn from others. To register, go to https://
ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/. The Garden Hour now live
streaming on YouTube. To join us live, go to https://
www.youtube.com/c/MUIPM or view past sessions or short
topics on the webpage.

The Garden Spade
Published monthly by University of
Missouri Extension Faculty for
individuals and families living statewide in Missouri. This newsletter is
provided by your local Extension
Specialists and Extension Office.
Newsletter Editors:
Donna Aufdenberg
Field Specialist in Horticulture
Jackson, MO
573-243-3581
aufdenbergd@missouri.edu

Blooming Blue Springs Lunch & Learn at the Blue Springs
Historical Garden in Blue Springs, MO. These are Face to
Face programs. September 24 - Composting Made Easy. For
more information, see https://extension.missouri.edu/events/
blooming-blue-springs-lunch-learn-spring-gardening-prep

Katie Kammler
Field Specialist in Horticulture
Ste. Genevieve, MO
573-883-3548
kammlerk@missouri.edu

Soils 101 for Gardeners and Homeowners on September 6,
2022 from 6:00 p.m. by Zoom for Free. For more information,
go to https://extension.missouri.edu/events/soils-101-forgardeners-and-homeowners
All Things Pawpaw! September 9, 20222 at 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
in Independence, MO. For more information, go to https://
extension.missouri.edu/events/all-things-pawpaw

Sign up for the Garden Spade!

Produce Safety for Community Gardens and Home
Gardeners on September 12, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. by Zoom. For
more information. go to https://extension.missouri.edu/events/
produce-safety-for-community-gardens-and-home-gardeners1660245824
Newsletters available through MU Extension

Websites of Interest
•

Raised Bed Construction
Materials with MU Horticulture
Specialist Justin Keay https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=x4CNW8pWtqE

•

Pesticide Disposal with MU
Pesticide Specialist Sam Polly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xolMBhRGN4E

What’s New in MU Extension Natural Resources? Subscribe
to a bi-monthly newsletter full of information about upcoming
natural resource events, information about natural resource
topics and links to citizen science opportunities. Click Here to
subscribe.
What’s New in Commercial Horticulture? Click Here to
Subscribe to the “Missouri Commercial Horticulture Video
Newsletter”.

Each month there is a title picture on the
front cover of the newsletter. This month:
Celosia and Marigolds.
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September

Gardening Tips
For Missouri Gardens
Donna Aufdenberg, Katie Kammler and Kathi Mecham, Horticulture Specialists

Outdoor Flowering Plants and Ornamentals
•

Divide spring blooming perennials now. Amend
the soil with compost and peat moss before
planting.

•

Avoid transplanting Japanese anemones,
chrysanthemums and other late blooming
perennials.

•

Autumn is a good time to incorporate manure,
compost or leaf mold into garden soils to
increase organic matter content.

•

Monitor plants for spider mite activity. Consider
spraying plants with strong jets of water as a
control practice.

•

Plant pansies for fall and winter bloom.

•

Don't plant spring flowering bulbs yet. Wait for
planting until the ground cools in late October
into November.

•

Fall is a great time for planting trees and
shrubs. For more information, see MU
Extension Guide G6850 How to Plant a
Tree https://extension2.missouri.edu/g6226

•

Take stem tip cuttings now of geraniums,
coleus, begonia, and wandering jew to save
space in the house when overwintering
plants. For more information, see MU Extension
Guide G6560 Home Propagation of
Houseplants https://extension2.missouri.edu/
g6560

•

Fall needle shed of pines is normal.

Vegetable Gardening
•

Consider setting up high and low tunnels to
extend the growing season.

•

Sow cool season cover crops such as cereal rye,
winter wheat, tillage radish, and clover in areas
of the garden not being used.

•

Start gathering mulching materials for lasagna
garden beds (compost layering). Materials
include leaves, grass clippings, peat moss,
newspaper, cardboard, and vegetable scraps.

•

Remove any diseased or insect-infested plant
debris from the garden to prevent the pests and
pathogens from over-wintering. This will help to
limit populations next year.

•

Keep harvesting ripened tomatoes and "top off"
plants to encourage additional ripening as the
first frost grows near.

•

Harvest winter squash and pumpkins when their
rinds cannot be easily penetrated with your
thumb nail. Cut the fruits with 2 to 3 inches of
stem for better storage.

•
•

Scout for pests in the garden.
Continue to adequately water vegetables during
dry conditions.

Fruits and Nuts
•

Time to harvest apples and pears to enjoy.

•

Practice good sanitation. Pick up and bury or
discard any spoiled fallen fruits on the ground to
prevent the spread of diseases spores.

•

Black walnuts will be falling soon. Hull and
cure them or collect and take to your local
buyer.

•

Continue to adequately water fruit plantings
during dry conditions.

•

Scout for fruit tree pests and treat accordingly.

seed. Suggest using the lawn fertilizer calculator
here - http://agebb.missouri.edu/fertcalc/. If you
don't know the lawn size, or want to check, this
web application will direct you to Google maps
so the size can be estimated with satellite
imagery. As a final tip, if you simply replace
nitrogen with seeding rate and germination rate
(normally 85-90%), you can also get the amount
of seed needed to properly apply to the lawn.

Tall fescue and/or Kentucky bluegrass
•

September is the most important time to get to
work on your lawn and rebuild turfgrass density
after a long, difficult summer.

•

This is time to fertilize cool-season lawns.
Apply fertilizer at a rate of 1 lb nitrogen
(N)/1000 sq ft. Potassium (K) may also be a
component of the fertilizer at a 1/3 to 1/2 rate of
the nitrogen, particularly if the soil test indicates
a deficiency. Do not apply phosphorous (P)
unless a soil test indicates it is needed. Some
soils are already at high or potentially toxic
levels and established turfgrass is good at
reducing those concentrations. For more
information, see https://ipm.missouri.edu/
MEG/2019/4/fertilize/.

•

•

Mid-September is a great time to seed or
overseed a lawn. If a lawn is less than 50%
desirable turfgrass then consider a complete
renovation, but in most cases a good
overseeding will help rebuild density. Aerate or
verticut if possible, then fertilize, (aerate or
verticut again if possible), seed and lightly rake
in. If the soil is low in phosphorous, addition of
this nutrient may be necessary when seeding.
Overseeding rates for tall fescue and a tall
fescue/Kentucky Blue Grass mixture is 4-6 lbs
of pure live seed/1000 sq ft and a complete
renovation is 6-8 lbs of pure live seed/1000 sq ft.
After seeding, water frequently and lightly
enough to keep the soil dark, but not so much
that it glistens (2-3 times a day). See https://
extension2.missouri.edu/g6700.
Last but most importantly, you must know the
size of your lawn to accurately apply fertilizer or

•

After using the spreader, blow the seeds and
fertilizer back off the curb, road, sidewalk,
driveway (or any impervious surface) back into
your lawn. Don't pollute!

Zoysiagrass
•

Zoysia should start shutting down, and mowing
will be less frequent.

•

If you did not fertilize during the summer, or
fertilize enough, (~ 1 lb N/1000 sq ft) be aware
that low nitrogen can result in increased
winterkill during tough winters. A light rate of a
fertilizer (0.25-0.5 lb N/1000 sq ft) with both
nitrogen and potassium may aid in winterkill
avoidance.

Indoor Plants
•

Ready houseplants placed outdoors for the
summer by pruning back excessive growth.

•

Check houseplants for insects pests and diseases
and treat if necessary.

•

Bring houseplants indoors before nighttime
temperatures regularly drop below 50 to 60
degrees F to avoid chill injury.

•

Place houseplants where they will avoid drafts.

•

Set poinsettias in a dark closet every evening at
sunset and remove in the morning at sunrise to
trigger flowering response. The practice can be
stopped when coloring on bracts is well
underway.

TO REGISTER OR ASK A
QUESTION:
https://ipm.missouri.edu/
townHalls/
Once you register, you will
get a weekly reminder
email from MU Extension
Horticulture

The Garden Hour
with
MU Extension
MU Extension Horticulture
Specialists from across the
state will answer you garden
questions! Topics include
vegetables, flowers, lawns,
fruit, ornamental, houseplants,
trees, and landscapes.
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FREE!!!
Zoom
Or
YouTube
Livestream
https://
www.youtube.com
/user/MUIPM
Wednesdays,
noon to 1 pm

