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COLUMBIA, Mo. – Now is the time to transplant one of America’s most
popular flowers, the iris.
Although irises can be transplanted at any time, they do best when established in
the landscape from August to mid-October, said University of Missouri
Extension horticulturist David Trinklein.

Irises are relatively easy to
grow. They need at least eight
hours a day of direct sun and a
well-drained garden loam.
Divide clumps when
blooming declines. Under
normal conditions, divide
every three to four years, said
Trinklein. Reduce the size of
the clump by removing
several small divisions,
Photos: D. Aufdenberg
leaving part of the clump in
the ground, or by digging the entire clump, improving the soil and replanting a
few large rhizomes.
According to Greek mythology, when the gods wanted to communicate with
mortals, their messenger was a golden-winged goddess named Iris who traveled
on a rainbow. Legend has it that colorful flowers sprung up at the end of the
rainbow wherever Iris stepped.
Just as the Greek gods gifted iris to the mortals, friends and neighbors gift iris
today. Because of their hardiness and beauty, irises are among the most shared
plants of gardeners. Relatively few irises are sold in commerce, Trinklein said,
since most gardeners get them free from their friends and
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neighbors.

Today, the flower named in honor of Iris comes in every color of the
rainbow and adorns yards and gardens everywhere with its showy
flowers. Iris is very durable while maintaining its intricate and delicate
beauty, Trinklein said.
In ancient Egypt, the iris’ three petals symbolized faith, wisdom and
valor. Its petals are known today as “standards” and stand upright. In
contrast, its three sepals, known as “falls,” droop downward. The shape of
the iris inspired the fleur-de-lis emblem. In the Christian world, the fleurde-lis became associated with the Virgin Mary and purity. The fleur-de-lis
was extensively used in medieval heraldry, and it remains common in
architecture today. It is also the emblem of many Boy Scout organizations
around the world.
The most popular garden iris today is the German or bearded iris, named
for its thick, bushy “beards,” which appear on the falls of the flower and
attract pollinators. “By careful selection of iris cultivars and species, a
gardener can enjoy a remarkable range of colors and a bloom season that
extends for weeks,” said Trinklein. Some bearded irises bloom again in
the summer or fall and are classified as “rebloomers.”
Irises are propagated through division of their fleshy rhizomes. A
propagule must have at least one growing point (fan) attached to survive.
Expose the top of the rhizome—at least the top third of it—to the sun
when planting. Shallow planting is best. Space 12-24 inches apart. Plant
closer for more color impact, but these need to be divided in two to three
years.
Rhizomes need to be watered immediately after planting. Established
irises need less water; avoid overwatering them. Deep, occasional
watering is preferable to frequent watering.

Digging and dividing irises
help to keep plants healthy
and blooming every year.
Use a fork
Spade to dig
into the
ground under
the plant.

Lift entire
clump of
irises with
the fork
spade.

Use a sharp
knife. Separate
the rhizomes.
Each plant
should have a
fan of leaves,
a firm rhizome
and roots.
Photos: K. Kammler

Irises are heavy feeders and need proper fertilization. Soil type and
inherent fertility determine needs. Use a 6-10-10 fertilizer when needed. Avoid fertilizers high in nitrogen
because they encourage soft, vegetative growth susceptible to diseases. A light application of fertilizer in
early spring when new growth emerges and again a month after blooming is best, Trinklein said. Avoid
applying fertilizer directly to exposed rhizomes.
Irises are susceptible to several insect pests. The most troublesome is the iris borer, a moth whose larvae feed
on the fleshy rhizome. This allows bacterial soft rot to enter and kill the rhizome. Inspect iris often and
discard infected plants. Other common pests include bud moth, iris weevil, thrips, slugs and snails.
Common diseases include bacterial leaf blight, bacterial soft rot and fungal crown rot. Keep the garden free
of debris and encourage good air circulation to avoid diseases. §
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Boom or Bust! Rainfall in Missouri
Katie Kammler, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture
573-883-3548, kammlerk@missouri.edu
Water plays a huge role in agriculture production. Missouri has been split in half this year with rainfall
amounts. After a wet spring, the southern half of the state is now experiencing drought conditions and
extremely hot temperatures. Plants were not prepared well for the quick change. Lots of rain leads to plant
roots staying near the soil surface. When the rains quit and we experienced high temperatures, the roots
were not down far enough in the soil to access water, so they quickly showed signs of stress.
The drought map shows the variability of drought throughout the state. These maps come out every
Thursday. Local conditions may vary, and you can provide reports and pictures of conditions in your local
area. https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
How to Water
Efficiently
Water deeply and
infrequently. Shallow
watering encourages
shallow roots. Deep
watering causes the
plant roots to grow
deeper seeking moisture
and allows them to be
less vulnerable to
drought and heat stress.
Avoid runoff. If the
water is running off or
pooling on the surface,
you are applying water
faster than the soil can
accept it; therefore, it is
not doing anything for
your plants.
Adjust sprinkler position. Water only targeted areas. Applying water to pavement does not accomplish
anything.
Use a timer. Water can be turned off after a set amount of time and run at certain times of the day.
Water plants in the morning or evening. This timing reduces water loss from evaporation and wind.
Overwatering drowns plants. Plant roots cannot get oxygen in a waterlogged soil. Overwatering also
causes disease problems. Use a rain gauge to measure the amount of water the sprinklers are putting out.
Turn off sprinklers if it has been raining (like this spring!). Most lawns and gardens need 1 to 2 inches of
water per week.
Continued on page 4
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Boom or Bust! Rainfall in Missouri
Katie Kammler, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture
573-883-3548, kammlerk@missouri.edu
Continued from page 3

Garden Preparation
Know your soil. Have your soil tested. The type of soil you have will determine how fast water is absorbed,
as well as how much and how often your plants will need to be watered. Soil can also be improved by adding
organic matter, which increases water holding capacity.
Group plant by their water needs. Some plants just need watering when they are getting established, and
others will require routine watering.

Plant natives. Native plants are adapted to local growing conditions, including poor soils and hot, dry
summers. They will not need to be watered once they are established.
Mulch holds in moisture. Apply your favorite mulch and enjoy the added benefits of fewer weeds plus the
moisture holding capacity. §

What is it?
Debi Kelly, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the St. Louis Urban Region
636-797-5391, kellyd@missouri.edu

What is it?
Can you figure out what this mystery
picture is from?

Turn to page 11 to find out if you are correct!
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Mitigation of Herbicide Injury with Windbreaks
By Michele Warmund, MU Extension State Fruit Specialist
573-882-9632, Warmundm@missouri.edu
One of the challenges to field production of specialty crops has been plant injury due to the off-target
movement of herbicides, such as dicamba and 2,4-D. Other than growing plants in protective structures or
planting crops and cultivars that are less susceptible to herbicide injury, there are few short-term solutions to
avoid plant damage when herbicides drift onto your property.
For long-term mitigation of herbicide drift injury, you may want to consider erecting a permanent fence of
wood or some other material, such as heavy-duty woven landscape fabric or construction-grade geotextile
fabric. A fence constructed from these materials can be quickly erected, but can be relatively expensive for
large properties and may only protect low-growing
vegetables and small fruit plants.
Another solution for drift mitigation on farms is a living
windbreak, using closely-spaced plants on the perimeter of
the property. Sorghum-sudangrass is an annual plant that
grows 5 to 12 feet tall. Multiple rows of this crop can
provide an inexpensive annual barrier for protection against
herbicide drift on low-growing crops. Sorghum-sudangrass
is usually planted after May 1st or when the soil
temperature is above 60°F in Missouri.
Another option is a multiple-row windbreak consisting of
A multi-row windbreak consisting of conifers and
perennial trees and shrubs. In a 3-row windbreak, one row
densely-growing deciduous shrubs.
of evergreen trees, a second row of shrubs, and a third
staggered row of shrubs, in a planting about 40 to 50 feet-wide will provide greater protection against
herbicide drift than one with fewer rows. However, even a single row of tall plants with dense foliage will
help minimize damage.
When choosing plant materials, consider their suitability to the climate, soil, capacity for fast growth, and
potential height and density. Also, avoid windbreak plants that harbor pests that can harm your specialty
crop. Shrubs may be planted 3 to 8 ft apart in a row; small, thicket-forming trees about 8 to 15 feet apart; and
large conifers 25 to 30 feet apart. Alternatively, trees and shrubs can be planted at closer spacings, and later
when they become crowded, every other one can be removed. In either situation, plants should be spaced
closer together than those in a home landscape, since any gaps in the windbreak become funnels that
concentrate wind flow and accelerate wind speed.
Some of the trees and shrubs that are suitable for this type of windbreak include American plum, silky or red
twig dogwood, witch hazel, ninebark, and American filbert. Shortleaf loblolly pine is a fast-growing
evergreen that is also recommended. Eastern red cedar and arborvitae are two other evergreens that may be
used in windbreaks at some sites. Nurseries that specialize in native trees and shrubs offer these plants, but
orders must be placed at least 6 months in advance to ensure availability.
In Missouri, the prevailing winds are from the north and northwest, but drift can be multi-directional and
auxin herbicides are known to move from great distances. Therefore, it’s best to plant a

Continued on page 6

The Garden Spade

August 2022 · 5

Mitigation of Herbicide Injury with Windbreaks
By Michele Warmund, MU Extension State Fruit Specialist
573-882-9632, Warmundm@missouri.edu
windbreak that will enclose the property or planting, if possible. Some of the
drawbacks to windbreaks of trees and shrubs are that it takes more than one growing season to produce a
solid wall of vegetation to mitigate drift. Secondly, purchasing trees and shrubs of any size is expensive.
Continued from page 5

There are government programs available to help purchase and maintain windbreaks for drift mitigation on
farm property. The first step in the application process is to obtain a farm and tract number from your local
Farm Service Agency. Next, visit your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Office (NRCS) to
apply for funding from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, or EQIP program. In addition to the
EQIP application, a conservation plan is required.
These documents usually have a fall deadline, but early submissions are encouraged. Funding is competitive
and applications are ranked by priority. Under the EQIP program, growers usually pay upfront costs with
their own funds and are reimbursed after the windbreak is certified as meeting NRCS standards. However, a
participant can opt for the advance payment option. NRCS offices are staffed with personnel who can assist
with the application process and windbreak planning. §

Leaf Drop on Plants
Donna Aufdenberg, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulturist in the Southeast Region
573-243-3581, aufdenbergd@missouri.edu
Landscape plants and containerized plants that suddenly begin dropping leaves or needles can be a very
troubling and stressful sight. For some plants, leaf and needle drop may be part of a normal occurrence. For
other plants, it can be a sign of issues occurring in or around the plant.
Possible Causes of Leaf Drop on Plants
•

Some evergreens may drop some of their oldest leaves in spring as new growth begins (holly and
magnolia).

•

Some evergreens may naturally drop leaves in summer (euonymus).

•

Pines will have a fall needle shed.

•

General leaf drop of deciduous plants can be caused by drought or even too much moisture.

•

Nitrogen deficiency starts with yellowing in the leaf and between veins in the leaf, but it can also cause leaf
drop.

•

Insect infestations can cause leaf drop. One of our biggest culprits is spider mites, but scale and mealy bugs
can also cause it.

•

Diseases such as anthracnose on sycamore and maple, black spot on rose, and cedar apple rust on
crabapples can cause leaf drop.

•

Environmental factors such as wind, rain, and hail can also play a part.

Always check your plants closely to establish the cause of leaf or needle drop. If you cannot determine the
The Garden Spade
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CUCUMBER
Description
Cucumbers are typically in season July through October. Most of the beneficial nutrients in
cucumbers are found in the skin. This includes potassium, vitamin K, magnesium and fiber. Potassium
plays a critical role in maintaining blood pressure. Vitamin K and magnesium support muscle and
nerve function. Vitamin K is also a critical nutrient needed for blood clotting.

Selection
Cucumbers should have a uniform green color without yellow spots. Select firm cucumbers without
blemishes or soft spots, which could indicate that have started to deteriorate.

Storing
Unwashed cucumbers can be stored up to 1 week in the refrigerator. Quality may be maintained
longer if stored unwashed in a moisture-proof bag.

Preparing
Rinse cucumbers under cool running water. If choosing to remove seeds, cut in half lengthwise and
scoop seeds out with a spoon.

Recipe of the Month
Cucumber and Ricotta Bites

Ingredients:
•
•
•
•

1 cucumber, sliced into 1/8 inch rounds
Cherry tomatoes, cut in half
1 cup ricotta cheese
1 tsp fresh dill

•
•
•
•

1 tsp garlic powder
½ tsp onion powder
Red chili flakes to taste
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
•
•
•
•

Mix ricotta cheese and all seasonings together in a bowl.
Top each cucumber with ¼ tsp of ricotta mixture and half of a cherry tomato.
Garnish with fresh cracked black pepper or additional chopped fresh dill and serve.
**Any herbs can be used in the ricotta mixture. Low-fat cream cheese can also be substituted for
ricotta.

Bethany Bachmann
321 N. Main Street, Suite 1 | Perryville, MO 63775
O: 573-547-4504 | E: bachmannb@missouri.edu

Pollinator Cost Share
Sarah Havens, MU Extension Field Specialist in Natural Resources
573-458-6260, havenss@missouri.edu
In July the migratory monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus
plexipuss) was listed by the International Union for Conserving
Nature on their Red List of Threatened Species(trademarked) as
Endangered. Climate change and habitat loss were identified as two
major factors. Monarchs overwinter in Mexico and Southern
California and then migrate throughout the US and Canada. There is
a western population that migrates down the California coast and the
Eastern population which is our Missouri monarchs. Monarchs are
the only butterfly known to migrate; other butterfly species will
hibernate through the winter. There are some tropical butterflies that
migrate, but their migration is not nearly as long or mysterious as
that of the monarch.
The migration
As we approach late summer/fall in Missouri we will see the “super
generation” of monarchs be born. The “super generation” will live
longer than the average 4-6 weeks of other monarch generations and,
this generation will migrate to the oyamel fir trees in Mexico, where
they congregate and biologically develop the ability to mate and
reproduce. This generation will then start the trek northward at the
end of winter and will start laying eggs. It will take 3-4 generations
of monarchs to reach the northern United States. Missouri lies in
their flyway and provides milkweed and other nectar bearing flowers
for monarchs. Monarchs will spend much of the summer breeding in
Missouri and entire Corn Belt region. Monarchs will lay their eggs
solely on milkweed species. The breeding grounds host new
generations and will eventually host the “super generation” for the
migration. It is important for the population numbers that there is
plenty of milkweed and other nectar-bearing flowers.
How can you help
Landowners throughout Missouri can help by planting milkweed
along with other nectar-bearing flowers. It is important to plant
native milkweeds as non-native milkweeds can interfere with
monarch breeding and life cycle. Even small landscape plots in yards
provide valuable resources for our monarch populations. If you are
looking for information on monarchs, Missourians for Monarchs has Monarch caterpillars feeding on milkweed
(top) and monarch chrysalis hanging on
lots of resources, as well as the Xerces Society. You can contact
turfgrass (bottom).
your local Extension office for more information. If you are looking
for native plants, check Grow Native! for native plant sales near
you! §
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Gray-headed Coneflower
Kathi Mecham, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture, Northwest Region
660-542-1792, mechamk@missouri.edu
There are several flowers that share the common name
of coneflower. They are not always in the same genus,
but they all add beauty and more to the home landscape.
The gray-headed coneflower (Ratibida pinnata) in the
aster family falls in this category.
The Missouri native plant is found along roadsides, in
meadows and in prairies. They also make an attractive
addition to the home landscape. With only one flower
per stalk, the yellow daisy-like flowers sit atop a long
slender stem and can tower over other plants in the
garden. Paired with the purple coneflower (Echinacea,
purpurea) the two complement each other, and both
attract butterflies and bees.
Gray-headed coneflowers have a long bloom period
from June through September. They can reach heights of
up to 48-60 inches making them a good choice for the
backyard garden. They prefer full sun but can tolerate
light shade. They are adaptable to different soil types
and do well in clay loam soils. Like other native species,
fertilizing this plant is not recommended.
The name, gray-headed coneflower is indicative of the
distinct oblong grayish center of the flowerhead. As the
florets mature, the gray cone gives way to a brownish
color. The cone is surrounded by 6-15 slender drooping
petals. These characteristics along with the height gives
the plant a delicate graceful appearance.
This may not be the first coneflower you think of for the
home landscape, but it is deserving of consideration.
Planted alone or in combination with other native
species, this plant will add beauty and benefit to the
home landscape. §

Gray-headed coneflower with drooping petals and a
pronounced center cone. All images - K. Mecham
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Kids Ask Dr. Bug
Dr. Tamra Reall, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the Kansas City Urban Region
816-252-5051, reallt@missouri.edu
What is the gold in Monarch chrysalises? Emmy, 9
Although the spots appear metallic, the special cells in Monarch chrysalises
reflect light like metal and give the appearance of gold. We don’t know
exactly why those spots exist. Ideas for why some butterfly pupae have
metallic-looking spots include camouflage, warnings to other critters,
“sunscreen” to protect the developing insect inside, or perhaps they are just a
pretty consequence of the metamorphosis process.
I was stung by a bee before. Are they poisonous? Emmanuel, 10
Ouch! Bee stings hurt, but that’s the point. Bees don’t sting because they are
mean. Rather, they sting when either they, or their hive, are threatened
whether on purpose or accident. The venom from a bee sting isn’t poisonous,
meaning if you swallowed it, it wouldn’t necessarily make you sick. But bee
venom contains toxins that your body reacts to, usually feeling like a hot pin
prick. Sometimes, people are allergic to the toxins and may need help from a
doctor. Always be aware of the insect world when you’re outside – watch and
appreciate their behaviors, and avoid getting stung!
I watched the Bee Movie so I know all about what happens in a beehive.
Boy bees do all the work, right? Jesse, 5

Image: Monarch chrysalis by
Tamra Reall

While it tells a fun story, compared to what really happens in a hive, almost everything in this movie is
incorrect. In a real hive, there is one bee, the Queen, who lays all the eggs. Only a few boy bees are in a
colony of bees, and they are called drones. They do nothing to help in the hive – they don’t even feed
themselves. Drones just hang around outside waiting for a new queen to fly by. The worker bees are
females, and they do all the work in the hive. The workers start out as nurse bees, helping other new bees get
food and cleaning out their cells. Then they move on to become caretakers of the queen, honey-making bees,
hive-building bees, and guard bees. Eventually, they may become field bees, looking for pollen and nectar.
The drones don’t get off too easily, though. In the fall, as the worker bees get ready for winter, they drag any
remaining drones out of the hive.
How many bugs are in our food? Damian, 15
Trigger warning: this may be one of those questions you wish you could “unread.” But since you asked …
even using the best technology, it is impossible to keep all insects out of our food. In fact, there are legal
standards for the amount of insects that can be in our food. Some examples include: ketchup can have 30
fruit fly eggs per 100 grams; peanut butter can have 50 insect fragments per six tablespoons; and, coffee can
have up to 10% of beans infested. Some companies are intentionally selling food made from cricket flour,
such as chips and chocolate chip cookies. They are delicious! §
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Plants that Changed History
Pineapple, Ananas comosus
By Katie Kammler
Native Range: Tropical South America
Type: Tropical fruiting plant (bromeliad)
Height: up to 5 feet
Use: Edible, Commercial
History: The Spanish brought the pineapple back to Europe from
the Americas. The fruit is a collection of individual fruits pressed
together to form a whole pineapple. It is formed from the around
200 or so individual flowers. In their native area, they are
primarily pollinated by hummingbirds. Europeans valued the
flavorful sweet fruit so they figured out how to grow it in colder
climates leading to a greenhouse craze. They figured out how to
heat protected soil boxes, making hot beds to grow their own
pineapple.
Source: Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History by Bill
Laws §

What is it?
Debi Kelly, MU Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture in the St. Louis Urban Region
636-797-5391, kellyd@missouri.edu
It’s a Sunflower
The sunflower is native to the Americas. The
popularity of the sunflower has stood the test of
time. The plant needs lots of room and lots of sun. The
giant flowerhead is comprised of many tiny blooms.
The outer petals are known as ray florets. Sunflowers
are self-pollinated and attract pollen from wind and
insects. As you watch sunflowers throughout the day,
you will notice that the flower itself tracks the moving
sun. This phenomenon is called heliotropism. The
world record for the tallest sunflower variety was 30
feet and 1 inch. §
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Upcoming Events
You may visit your local MU Extension County Facebook page
to find out what is occurring locally in regards to posts, web
trainings, workshops and Extension newsletters.
August 2022
The Garden Hour with MU Extension – every Wednesday
from Noon to 1:00 pm. It is a great opportunity to ask gardening
questions and learn from others. To register, go to https://
ipm.missouri.edu/townHalls/. The Garden Hour now live
streaming on YouTube. To join us live, go to https://
www.youtube.com/c/MUIPM or view past sessions or short
topics on the webpage.

The Garden Spade
Published monthly by University of
Missouri Extension Faculty for
individuals and families living statewide in Missouri. This newsletter is
provided by your local Extension
Specialists and Extension Office.
Newsletter Editors:
Donna Aufdenberg
Field Specialist in Horticulture
Jackson, MO
573-243-3581
aufdenbergd@missouri.edu

Blooming Blue Springs Lunch & Learn at the Blue Springs
Historical Garden in Blue Springs, MO. These are Face to
Face programs. September 24 - Composting Made Easy. For
more information, see https://extension.missouri.edu/events/
blooming-blue-springs-lunch-learn-spring-gardening-prep

Katie Kammler
Field Specialist in Horticulture
Ste. Genevieve, MO
573-883-3548
kammlerk@missouri.edu

Lavender Growers Workshops, August 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. in
Ste. Genevieve. See flyer for more details on page 15 (last
page) of the newsletter.
Extension Master Gardener Training - Kansas City from
August 4 thru December 8, 2022 by Zoom. Fee: $200, includes
EMG Core Manual. For more information, go to https://
extension.missouri.edu/events/extension-master-gardenertraining-kansas-city-jackson-clay-platte-counties
2022 Fall Gardening Webinar Series by Zoom, August 18 Lasagna Gardening; August 25 - Soils and Cover Crops;
September 1 - Season Extension Techniques; and September 8 Tool Maintenance and Garden Cleanup. For more information,
go to https://extension.missouri.edu/events/2022-fall-gardeningwebinar-series
Newsletters available through MU Extension

Websites of Interest
•

MU Extension Soil and Plant
Testing Laboratory https://
extension.missouri.edu/programs/
soil-and-plant-testing-laboratory

•

MU Extension Plant Diagnostic
Clinic https://
extension.missouri.edu/programs/
plant-diagnostic-clinic/

What’s New in MU Extension Natural Resources? Subscribe
to a bi-monthly newsletter full of information about upcoming
natural resource events, information about natural resource
topics and links to citizen science opportunities. Click Here to
subscribe.
What’s New in Commercial Horticulture? Click Here to
Subscribe to the “Missouri Commercial Horticulture Video
Newsletter”.

The Garden Spade

Each month there is a title picture on the
front cover of the newsletter. This month:
Black-eyed Susan
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August

Gardening Tips
For Missouri Gardens
Donna Aufdenberg, Katie Kammler and Kathi Mecham, Horticulture Specialists

Outdoor Flowering Plants and Ornamentals
•

•

Continue to keep newly planted trees and shrubs
well-watered.

Clean up fallen rose and peony leaves. They can
harbor disease and insect pests over the winter if
allowed to remain on the ground.

•

Refresh mulch, check for weeds and water
landscape beds.

•

Take a break from the heat and take time to
enjoy your landscape.

•

Scout for diseases on roses. Treat with
fungicides if necessary.

•

Keep an eye out for spider mites on
ornamentals! They love it hot and dry. Frequent,
strong jets of water can help reduce mite
populations.

•

Avoid pruning shrubs and trees now. Pruning
now will promote new growth that will not
harden by winter which can lead to winter
damage.

•

If azaleas look chlorotic (pale green to yellow),
check the soil pH. They need an acid soil. Scout
for insects as they can cause yellowing also.

•

Keep deadheading annuals and perennials as
needed.

•

Annuals may be cut back to encourage a new
flush of growth and blooms.

•

Do not fertilize roses after August 15th.

•

Powdery mildew on lilacs, phlox and zinnias is
unsightly, but causes no harm and rarely
warrants control.

•

Start ordering spring flowering bulbs but wait to
plant them until fall.

•

Divide iris after bloom.

Vegetable Gardening
•

Many herbs self-sow if the flowers are not
removed. Dill, lemon balm, oregano, basil, and
cilantro seeds fall around the parent plant and
come up as volunteers the following spring.

•

A cover crop adds organic material when it is
incorporated into the soil the following
spring. Later this month, plant a winter cover
crop to enrich your garden soil. Wheat, cereal
rye and red clover are good choices. Plant no
later than November 1st.

•

Fall vegetables can be planted until late in
August. Vegetables include lettuce, radishes,
cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, spinach and
turnips. For planting dates, see MU Extension
Guide G6201 Vegetable Planting
Calendar https://extension2.missouri.edu/g6201

•

Compost plant materials from the garden as
crops are harvested. Avoid composting any
plants that are disease or insect infested. Avoid
any weeds that have went to seed. Practice good
sanitation measures. For more information on
composting, see MU Extension Guide
G6956 Making and Using Compost https://
extension2.missouri.edu/g6956

•

Cure onions in a warm, dry place for 2 weeks
before storing. Store in a cool, dry place. For
more information, see MU Extension Guide
G6226 Vegetable Harvest and Storage https://
extension2.missouri.edu/g6226

•

Water garden vegetables thoroughly in times of
drought.

•

Scout for insect and disease problems in the
garden. If you use a pesticide, follow the
directions on label.

Fruits and Nuts
•

To reduce the number of pests on your fruit tree
for the coming year, pick up and discard spoil
fruit on the ground.

•

Heavy rains at harvest can dilute the sugars in
melons. Watermelons can re-concentrate the
sugar if left for a few dry days however
cantaloupes cannot do this.

•

Scout for fall webworm activity in fruit and nut
trees.

•

Prop up branches of fruit trees that are
threatening to break under the weight of a heavy
crop.

•

Check peach tree trunks just below soil line for a
gummy mass caused by borers. Treatment may
be required.

•

Continue to spray ripening peaches to prevent
brown rot.

•

Harvest cantaloupes when the melons pull easily
from the stem; watermelons when there is a
hollow sound when thumped and the skin
loses its shine; honeydews when the blossom
end is slightly soft or springy.

•

Harvest early season apples when
the undercolor turns from green to red.

•

Grape harvest begins.

Turfgrass
•

Keep lawns watered in times of drought.

•

Fall seeding and sodding is best. Prepare
seedbed now.

•

Continue watering and insect control. Make
plans for fall lawn renovation. Select and

purchase grass seed and fertilizer. If lawns are to
be totally renovated, kill all vegetation with a
glyphosate (Roundup) application near
midmonth. If trying to kill Bermuda grass, apply
glyphosate on Aug. 1 and again one month
later.
•

Have soil tested if you are unsure of basic
fertility level.

•

Soak dormant lawns in last week to start fall
growth.

TO REGISTER OR ASK A
QUESTION:
https://ipm.missouri.edu/
townHalls/
Once you register, you will
get a weekly reminder
email from MU Extension
Horticulture

The Garden Hour
with
MU Extension
MU Extension Horticulture
Specialists from across the
state will answer you garden
questions! Topics include
vegetables, flowers, lawns,
fruit, ornamental, houseplants,
trees, and landscapes.
University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of
Agriculture & Local University Extension Councils Cooperating
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS

FREE!!!
Zoom
Or
YouTube
Livestream
https://
www.youtube.com
/user/MUIPM
Wednesdays,
noon to 1 pm

